PART I

GIOVANNI DI BICCI'S two sons were Cosimo and Lorenzq
Cosimo's branch, which includes all the greater Medici,
eventually in the seventh generation died out, when the suc-
cession passed to Lorenzo's branch, which carried on the
family through six more generations, attained that crown
which the elder branch had striven for and made possible,
and at last in its turn also died out in 1743.

As the best way of avoiding confusion the history follows
the elder branch right down to its end (Part I), before re-
turning to take up (Part II) the story of the younger branch,
from its commencement with Lorenzo downwards. This is
rendered the easier since the first few generations of the
younger branch have scarcely any independent history of
their own, theirs being almost entirely merged in that of
the elder branch; so that the period when the youneer branch
has an independent history is a comparatively short one,